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Consent to Participate in a Research Study

North Cobb School for international Studies ● Kennesaw, GA 
	Title of Study:
	Using the Age of a Witness to Gain the Most Information about Suspects

	Investigator:

	Name:
	Shawn Matthews
	
	
	Phone:
	(770) 241-4292

	Email
	shawnmatthews@nchsmagnet.com
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	


Introduction

· You are being asked to be in a research study of how age effects a person’s memory as the number of variables increases.  

· You were selected as a possible participant because you are older than 13 and have no known severe memory inhibiting conditions.  

· We ask that you read this form and ask any questions that you may have before agreeing to be in the study. 
Purpose of Study  

· The purpose of the study is to collect information regarding the capability for a person to recall certain events in conditions similar to that of a witness to a crime. 
· Ultimately, this research may be presented as a paper and verbal presentation to a review board as well as used to help law enforcement officials efficiently collect information in the field.  

Description of the Study Procedures

· If you agree to be in this study, you will be asked to do the following things: submit basic, non-identifiable information about yourself, view a depiction of an armed robbery, answer a set of math problems, and answer several questions about the video that was viewed
· Estimated completion time: 10 Minutes
Risks/Discomforts of Being in this Study

· While an effort has been made to identify and eliminate reasonable foreseeable (or expected) risks, there may be unknown risks.

Confidentiality 
· The records of this study will be kept strictly confidential. Research records will be kept in a locked file, and all electronic information will be coded and secured using a password protected file. We will not include any information in any report we may publish that would make it possible to identify you. 
Right to Refuse or Withdraw
· The decision to participate in this study is entirely up to you.  You may refuse to take part in the study at any time without affecting your relationship with the investigators of this study.  You have the right not to answer any single question, as well as to withdraw completely from the research at any point during the process; additionally, you have the right to request that the researcher not use any of your research material.

Right to Ask Questions and Report Concerns

· You have the right to ask questions about this research study and to have those questions answered by me before, during or after the research.  If you have any further questions about the study, at any time feel free to contact me, Shawn Matthews at shawnmatthews@nchsmagnet.com or by telephone at (770) 241- 4292.  If you like, a summary of the results of the study will be sent to you. If you have any other concerns about your rights as a research participant that have not been answered by the investigators, you may contact Jennifer Johnson at  Jennifer.Johnson@cobbk12.org
· If you have any other problems or concerns that occur as a result of your participation, you can report them to David Stephenson at David1.Stephenson@cobbk12.org
Consent

· Your signature below indicates that you have decided to volunteer as a research participant    for this study, and that you have read and understood the information provided above. You will be given a signed and dated copy of this form to keep, along with any other printed materials deemed necessary by the study investigators.   
	Subject’s Printed Name:
	
	Date:
	

	Subject’s Signature:
	
	Date:
	

	Researcher’s Signature:
	
	Date:
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