
Anatomy of Researcher 
You already have what it takes to be a successful researcher. The goal of this assignment is to help you take 
inventory of all the things that make you an outstanding member of this research community. 

Head: What do you find yourself 
consistently thinking about? What 
problems exist in the world that 
concern you? What phenomena 
amaze you or make you wonder? 

Right Hand: 
What skills 
from AP 
Seminar will 
be most 
valuable to 
you as a 
researcher? 

Left hand: What skills 
do you possess from 
areas other than 
Seminar that will be 
most valuable to you 
as a researcher? 

Heart: What do you 
care about most? What 
are your passions? 

Feet: What/who 
supports you most 
when you are 
struggling or stressed? 

Right leg: What keeps 
you motivated to 
continue moving 
forward? 

Stomach: Under which 
conditions do you feel you 
have guts – when/how do 
you feel brave? One 
symbol is acceptable here. 

Eyes: Through which 
lenses do you find it 
easiest to observe the 
world? Which are the 
most difficult? One 
symbol per eye is 
acceptable. 

Left leg: What are your 
areas of growth? 

Shoulders: When do 
you feel proud? What 
makes you feel this 
way? 



 
Guidelines for visual:  

 First and last name included on front 
 Hand drawn or digital (must print digital 

assignments to submit) 
 Body outline provided is not required 
 Colorful 
 Neat 
 Include at least 2 symbols per body part 

unless otherwise noted 

 Predominantly image-based 
 Size: from 8.5 x 11 in. to 11 x 17 – no 

posters, please 
 No major text 
 Other metaphors allowed but not required – 

no reproductive anatomy, please 

 
Guidelines for writing: 

 At least 500 words 
 Professional, clean font (Times New Roman 

is not required, but a similar font is 
recommended) 

 1 inch margins 
 Heading:  

First and Last Name 
Date 
Class Period 

 Grammatically correct 
 Well-organized 
 Engaging 

 Avoid sentences such as “I chose to include 
a picture of my dog because he is always 
there to make me feel better when I have a 
tough day.” A better sentence would be “My 
lifelong best friend, my dog greets me with 
the happiest tail wags when I get home – 
erasing any evidence of a tough day.” The 
second type of sentence allows you to vary 
your sentences and word choice.  

 Reasoning for symbol choices is well-
established using specific evidence 

 Addresses each symbol 

 
Rubric 

 Category Description Points 
Possible 
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Follows instructions  
Size, first and last name, 2 symbols per body part, 
predominantly image-based, no major text 

/4 

Neatness, use of color Neatness reflects effort and planning. Symbols are colorful. /8 

Creativity  Symbols are thoughtful, interesting, and engaging.  /8 

W
ri

tt
en
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8
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Grammar, punctuation, 
spelling, sentence 
structure, word choice  

Writing conventions are used effectively and correctly. Writing 
ENHANCES the message of the narrative. Sentences are 
varied and vocabulary is appropriate for a junior in an AP 
class.  

/8 

Engages the audience  
Creative writing techniques and organization enhance the 
message, bringing the symbols to life.  

/12 

Addresses each 
symbol  

Every symbol is covered in the narrative.  /8 

Supports choices with 
specific evidence  

Evidence from life are applicable and relevant to the symbols. 
Stories, facts, current events, feelings, and other life 
experience may serve as support.  

/28 

Word count  Narrative is 500-1000 words with 10% flexibility /16 

Font, margins, heading  
Professional font choice, 12 pt, 1 inch margin, heading follows 
guideline. 

/8 
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